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Abraham Tested with Isaac (Genesis 21 - 22)
 

Main Point: Our faith makes us right with God. 

Key Verse: Abram believed the Lord. The Lord accepted Abram because he believed. So his faith made him right with the Lord. - Genesis 15:6

Materials:  mustard seeds - enough so that each child can have one

Personal Connection

· Leader, read Matthew 17:20 aloud to the group. Say: Have any of you seen a mustard seed? Show the group the seed and give one to each child. Say: Look at the seed.  What do you notice about its size? It’s very small, but the Bible says that God asks that same amount of faith from us  Sometimes, however, it’s hard for us (our flesh) to have even this small amount of faith.  
· Leader, please feel free to tell about a time when you’ve struggled to have enough faith, even as small as the size of a mustard seed.  

Hands on Application

· Do a “trust fall” where you catch a child falling backwards from a performed fall. (Note – Please be SURE that you can catch a child before doing this activity).

· Say: You know I care about you, so my MOTIVE is right. You know I am bigger than you, so I am ABLE to catch you. But, what if I was across the room and asked you to fall? Would you have faith that I could catch you then? (No!) That is because you know that I am human and have definite limitations on what I can do. I would not be ABLE to catch you in time. But God has no limits! God is good and loving. He always wants what's best for us. His MOTIVE is always right. And, He is all-powerful. There is nothing He cannot do. He is ABLE to do anything! Abraham had faith in God's MOTIVE and ABILITY, so he was able to put his faith into action.
· Say: In today’s lesson, Abraham had more faith than a mustard seed.  Abraham trusted that God would provide a substitute for his son, Isaac (Genesis 22:5 and verse 8).  Trust is a big word.  You can say that you trust someone, but you must prove it with your actions.  

Group Discussion

· Say: Let’s talk about trust. I’ll list some important jobs that grown ups have. When I list the job, you tell me how or why people trust them: An airplane mechanic (People trust that the mechanics did their job well so the plane runs perfectly.) A surgeon (People trust that he studied well in medical school & he knows what to do in an operation.) A babysitter (People trust that he or she will care for their children well.)
· Say: All people fail sometimes, but God NEVER does. He is willing and able to do what is best for us at all times.  


Conversation with God (Prayer)  

Today let’s thank the Lord because He honors our faith and trust even when it’s the size of a mustard seed. Close in prayer. Fill in your prayer journal.
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Leader, if students question why a loving God would test Abraham, explain that God gave Abraham the opportunity to bring glory to the Lord by showing his faith in Him. God gave Abraham the opportunity to show what was in his heart (Deuteronomy 8:2, 13:3b). And Christians throughout the ages have been blessed and encouraged by his example.








